


CABINET COVER SHEET 

TITLE: O V E R S E A S T R A V E L : MINISTER F O R 
HEALTH 

Hon John Hill M P 
Minister for Health 

To seek Cabinet approval for overseas 
travel by the Minister for Health to travel 
to New Zealand from 1 April 2006 to 
9 April 2006 (inclusive) to attend the 
Australian Health Ministerial Council 
meeting; and the appointment of an 
Acting Minister for the same period. 

The proposal contributes to Objective 1 
from S A ’ s Strategic Plan "Growing 
Prosperity". 

MINISTER: 

PURPOSE: 

IDENTIFY THE RELEVANT 
GOVERNMENT POLICY 
AND/OR SA’s STRATEGIC 
PLAN TARGET: 

RESOURCES REQUIRED 
FOR IMPLEMENTATION: 

Travel costs for Mr Jim Birch and 
Ms Ingrid Haythorpe will be met from the 
Department of Health’s budget. Other 
travel costs, including the cost for Ms 
Catherine Hockley will be met from within 
the Ministerial office budget. The 
Minister’s spouse will travel at private 
expense. 

N/A COMMUNITY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 

RISKS: No significant risks have been identified. 

CONSULTATION: N/A 

COMMUNICATION 
STRATEGY: 

URGENCY: 

N/A 

For consideration on 28 March 2006



12. RECOMMENDATIONS: It is recommended that Cabinet: 
4.1 Approve overseas travel to New 

Zealand from 1 April to 9 April 2006 
(inclusive) for the Hon John Hill M P , 
Minister for Health, Minister for the 
Southern Suburbs and Minister 
Assisting the Premier in the Arts to 
attend the Australian Health 
Ministerial Council meeting and also 
to undertake high level visits to 
examine the New Zealand health 
system. 

4.2 Note that the Minister will be 
accompanied by his spouse, his 
Media Adviser, Ms Catherine 
Hockley, Chief Executive 
Department of Health, Mr Jim Birch 
and the Director Office of the Chief 
Executive, Ms Ingrid Haythorpe. 

4.3 Approve and recommend to Her 
Excellency the Governor in 
Executive Council the appointment 
of Hon J a n e Lomax-Smith M P , 
Minister for Education and Children’s 
Services, Minister for Tourism, 
Minister for the City of Adelaide to be 
acting Minister for Health, Acting 
Minister for the Southern Suburbs 
and Acting Minister Assisting the 
Premier in the Arts from 1 April to 
9 April 2006 inclusive, in the 
absence of Hon John Hill M P . 

I declare that I have no actual or potential conflict of interest in relation to the 
proposals contained in this submission. 

JOHN HILL 
MINISTER FOR HEALTH 

Date: 
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MINUTES forming E N C L O S U R E to HEACS/06/101 

TO: 

RE: 

THE PREMIER FOR CABINET 

OVERSEAS TRAVEL - MINISTER FOR HEALTH 

1. PROPOSAL 

That Cabinet: 
1.1. Approve overseas travel to New Zealand from 1 April to 9 April 2006 

(inclusive) for the Hon John Hill M P , Minister for Health, Minister for the 
Southern Suburbs and Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts to 
attend the Australian Health Ministerial Council meeting and also to 
undertake high level visits to examine the New Zealand health system. 

1.2. Note that the Minister will be accompanied by his spouse, his Media 
Adviser, Ms Catherine Hockley, Chief Executive Department of Health, 
Mr Jim Birch and the Director Office of the Chief Executive, 
Ms Ingrid Haythorpe. 

Recommend to Her Excellency, the Governor in Executive Council, the 
appointment of Hon Jane Lomax-Smith M P , Minister for Education and 
Children’s Services, Minister for Tourism, Minister for the City of 
Adelaide to be Acting Minister for Health, Acting Minister for the 
Southern Suburbs and Acting Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts 
from 1 April to 9 April 2006 inclusive, in the absence of Hon John Hill 
MP. 

1.3. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. The purpose of the visit is primarily to attend the Australian Health 
Ministerial Council meeting being held in Wellington. High-level 
meetings with the New Zealand Ministry of Health and the IPA Council 
of New Zealand will be held and will provide opportunity to examine the 
New Zealand health system. A visit to the Wellington University will 
provide valuable learning and information exchange opportunities. 

In New Zealand funding is allocated from the Ministry of Health to the 
District Health Boards which fund the Primary Health Organisations. 
Primary Health Organisations are networks of primary health care 
providers, incorporating general practice and may also include primary 
care nurses, nurse-practitioners, Maori health workers, Pacific health 
workers, community health workers etc. 

The majority of New Zealand General Practices receive population 
based funding from their Primary Health Organisation, although a few 
practices continue to be funded on a fee for service basis. 

2.2. 

2.3. 
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2.4. In Australia, General Practice is privately operated, but publicly 
subsidised by the Australian Federal Government through the Medicare 
Benefit Scheme and training grants. General practitioners are often the 
first primary health care contact for many people and are central to 
primary health care service delivery and reform. 

3. DISCUSSION 

3.1. The Premier has approved travel to New Zealand for the Minister for 
Health from 1 April to 9 April 2006 inclusive. 

Key outcomes expected from the visit include: 

3.2.1 

3.2.2 

3.3 

Opportunity to compare strategic approaches for client-centred 
health service integration and co-ordination of care. 

Provide an opportunity for information exchange and learning 
about alternative health systems. 

3.2. 

The Minister for Health will be accompanied by his spouse, his Media 
Adviser, Ms Catherine Hockley, Chief Executive Department of Health, 
Mr Jim Birch and the Director Office of the Chief Executive, 
Ms Ingrid Haythorpe. 

Economic, financial and budgetary implications 

Costs associated with the visit for the Minister and Ms Catherine 
Hockley will be met from within the existing Ministerial budget. Costs 
associated with the visit for Mr Jim Birch and Ms Ingrid Haythorpe will 
be met from the Department of Health’s budget. The Minister’s spouse 
will travel at private expense. 

3.4 

3.5 Impact on the community and the environment 

N/A 

3.6 Risk Management Strategy 

No significant risks have been identified. 

3.7 Consultation 

N/A 

3.8 Executive Council 

The appointment of an Acting Minister will require the consideration 
and approval of Her Excellency, the Governor, in Executive Council. 
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4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that Cabinet: 

4.1. Approve overseas travel to New Zealand from 1 April to 9 April 2006 
(inclusive) for the Hon John Hill M P , Minister for Health, Minister for the 
Southern Suburbs and Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts to 
attend the Australian Health Ministerial Council meeting and also to 
undertake high level visits to examine the New Zealand health system. 

Note that the Minister will be accompanied by his spouse, his Media 
Advisor, Ms Catherine Hockley, Chief Executive Department of Health, 
Mr Jim Birch and the Director Office of the Chief Executive, Ms Ingrid 
Haythorpe. 

Approve the recommendation to Her Excellency, the Governor in 
Executive Council to appoint Hon Jane Lomax-Smith M P , Minister for 
Education and Children’s Services, Minister for Tourism, Minister for 
the City of Adelaide to be Acting Minister for Health, Acting Minister for 
the Southern Suburbs and Acting Minister Assisting the Premier in the 
Arts from 1 April to 9 April 2006 inclusive, in the absence of 
Hon John Hill M P . 
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4.2. 

4.3. 

K 
JOHN HILL 
MINISTER FOR HEALTH 

Date: 

In Cabinet 

2 8 MAR 2006 

r ROVED 

PREMIER 
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